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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


December  b,  1953 
Letter  No.  589 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 
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Welcome  tack  to  the  old  fireside  I    After  all  those  doings  -in  Chicago 
maybe  some  of  you  will  he  just  as  happy  everything  didnft  "break  this  week  that 
we  thought  might  develop.    Here,  however,  are' a  few  things  you  may  want  to 
watch  as  they  unfold  further; 

I  ft  Z  E  - 1 

Farm  Credit  Becomes  Independent 

As  provided  "by  the  Farm  Credit  Act  of  1953.,_._the  Farm  Credit  Admin- 
istration "became  an  independent  agency  today,  December  h.    Secretary  Benson 
has  named  Cap  Arnold,  who  has  been  Governor  of  FCA  since  July  21,  to  "be  an 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  and  to  serve  as  acting  Governor  of  FCA  until  the 
new  "board  is  appointed  and  chooses  a  Governor. 

The  President  will  appoint  twelve  members  of  the  part-time  policy- 
making Board,  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  one  member.    The  Board  will 
select  the  Governor. 

The  new  setup  makes  no  change  in  the  method  of  providing  credit  to 
farmers  and  their  co-ops,,  through  production  credit  associations,  national 
farm  loan  associations,  and  the  hanks  of  cooperatives. 

What  was  the  Cooperative  Research  and  Service  Division  of  FCA  stays 
with  the  Department  and  "becomes  the  Farmers  Cooperative  Service  in  the  Federal 
States  Relations  Group  of  the  Department. 

New  Program  Recommendations  Coming  Up 

Under  Secretary  True  Morse  told  the  Southern  Seedsmen's  Convention 
here  Monday. that  solid  and  approved  recommendations  for  improved  farm  programs 
will  come  within  the  next  h$  days. 

He  said  the  recommendations  will  he  the  product  of  the  "best  judg- 
ments that  can  he  had  and  will  he  "based  on  a  far  reaching  and  thorough 
appraisal  of  present  farm  programs, 

Mr.  Morse  assured  the  seedsmen  that  the  future  of  agriculture  con- 
tinues to  he  secure  and  full  of  promise.    He  sees  difficult  adjustments  ahead 
in  "both  farm  operations  and  in  governmental  farm  programs.    But  he  urged  his 
listeners  never  to  let  adjustment  prohlems  "blind  them  to  the  fact  that  farming 
is  "basic       and  a  dependable  business. 
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Mpre  Drought  Disaster  Belief 

Since  our  letter  of  last  week,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  has 
added  more  counties  to  drought  disaster  areas.    USDA  is  nov  offering  the 
emergency  feed  program  to  eligible  farmers  in  68l  counties  in  18  States  plus 
parts  of  Hawaii,    The  feed  is  intended  to  help  livestock  raisers  and  dairy 
farmers  maintain  their  basic  herds.    Application  to  "buy  the  feed  must  "be  made 
to  County  Drought  Emergency  Committees,  which  determine  eligibility 0 

The  nation*s  railroads  have  cut  freight  rates  in  half  on  hay 
delivered  to  eligible  farmers  in  disaster  areas  under  the  Federal -State  hay 
distribution  program.    Under  that  program  the  Federal  Government  agrees  to 
pay  half  the  freight  cost  up  to  $10  a  ton,  and  the  States  agree  to  procure  and 
distribute  the  hay.    So  far,  11  States  have  entered  into  these  cooperative 
agreements.    They  are  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Nevada, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia, 

A  -  AGRICULTURAL  STABILIZATION 

Commodity  Stabilization  Service  V- 

Allow  us  to  remind  those  RFDTs  who  serve  cotton  or  peanut  farmers 
to  remind  their  farmers  to  get  out  and  vote  in  the  referendums  December  15. 
It  takes  at  least  two-thirds  of  those'  voting  to  put  the  quotas  into  effect. 
Give  them  all  the  facts  you  can  on  the  cotton  situation  and/or  the  peanut' 
situation  and  the  marketing  quotas  as  a  guide  to  making  their  decision  but 
above  all,  urge  them  to  get  out  and  vote.    That  date,  Tuesday,  December  15. 

B  -  MARKETING  AND  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

In  their  combined  wheat  and  rice  situation  release  of  December  7, 
AMS  specialists  report  world  crops  of  both  wheat  and  rice  this  year  substan- 
tially above  average. 

They  say  the  outlook  for  U,  S.  wheat  in  foreign  markets  during  the 
current  marketing  season  is  one  of  continuing  readjustment  from  the  all-time 
record  world  trade  in  wheat  and  flour,  of  which  the  U.  S.  contributed  nearly 
half.    It  is  a  readjustment  in  total  trade  one  might  expect  in  a  world  not 
engaged  in  war,  and  to  a  smaller  share  of  that  trade  by  the  U.  S, 

This  year*s  U.  Sc  rice  crop  is  two  and  a  third  times  as  much  as  the 
average  before  the  war.  U.  S.  rice  supplies  are  at  record  levels  and  contin- 
ued large  exports  are  needed  to  avoid  large  carryover.  So  far  nobody  can  say 
definitely  how  much  rice  the  U,  S,  can  export. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service 


Lard,  tallow  and  grease,  and  other  animal  fats,  which  make  up  more 
than  a  third  of  the  world* s  production  of  fats  and  oils,  have  become  more 
important  U,  S.  exports  in  the  past  few  years. 
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Traditionally,  U.  S.  has  "been  a  "big  exporter  of  lard.    But  in  the 
past  3  years,  :our 'lard  exports  rose  from  less  than  half,  the  world  total 
'movement  to  more  than  four-fifths.    FAS  specialists  expect  future  shipments 
to  "be  affected, ."by  increased  production  of  lard,  margarine,  and  other  shortening 
in  the  'chief  importing  countries. 

In  exports  of  tallow  and  grease,  the  U.  S,  rose  from  sixth  place  to 
first,  exporting  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  tallow  and  grease  entering 
international  trade.    Growing  use  of  synthetic  detergents  and  expanding  local 
fats,  production  will  affect  future  U.  S.,  exports.    But  the  FAS  men  say  that 
if    prices  are  favorable,  other  countries  will  continue  to  "buy  substantial 
quantities  of  our  lard  and  inedible  tallow  and  grease.  , 

C  -  FEDERAL -STATES  RELATIONS 

....  .  .,:-./ 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

Monday  President  Eisenhower  viewed  the  soil  and  water  Conservation 
exhibit  in  the  Department's  Exhibit  Hall,    One  of  the  larger,  displays  he  saw 
was  a  relief  map  illustrating  the  small  Watershed  Program.    Present  conserva- 
tion work  on  individual  farms  and  ranches  largely  benefits  those  properties. 
The  new  watershed  protection  demonstration  projects  aim  to  show  what  can  be 
done  on  a  community  basis,  not  only  for.  the  whole  farm  neighborhood  but  for 
city,  people  and  industries  downstream  as  well.    The  demonstration  projects 
will  range  in  size  from  as  little  as  12  square  miles  to  as. much  as  several 
hundred  square  miles. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  J,  Earl  Coke  yesterday  gave  the 
Public  Accounts  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Committee  on  Government  Operations 
the  details  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,    In  his 
statement^  he  expressed  the  belief  that  the  reorganization  will  result  in  more 
service  to  soil  conservation  districts  under  any  given  level  of  appropriations 
than'  could  have  been  performed  for  the  same  amount  of  money  under  the  old 
organization. 

In  the  little  green  book  called  "Strengthening  American  Agriculture 
Through  Resource  Conservation"  (which  will  ccme  to  you  next  week)  Secretary 
Benson  says  "We  intend  to  strengthen  and  expand  in  every  way  possible  the 
activities  of  the  Department  in  conserving  and  improving  soil,  water,  forest 
and  wildlife  resources."    He  points  out  that  teamwork  of  federal,  state,  and 
local  governments  and  both  rural  and  urban  people  is  the  key  to  success.  This 
little  green  book  is  considered  highly  important  hereabouts.    You  RFD's 
received  the  first  of  the  series  in  the  little  blue  book  which  gave  ,. the  pitch 
on  "Strengthening  American  Agriculture  Through  Research  and  Education.". 

Forest  Service 

U.  S.  Foresters  report  more,  timber  harvested  on  the  National  Forests 
during  the  last  quarter  ending  in  September  than  in  any  similar  period  in  the 
almost  5°  years  history  of  the  Forest  Service.    The  timber  cut  amounted  to 
over  one  billion  800  million  board  feet.    The  heavy  harvest  was  due  in  part  to 
the  emphasis  being  put  on  insect  control  work  through  logging  and  was  .  made  in 
cooperation  with  the  lumber  industry  throughout  the  country.    The  heaviest  cuts 
were  in  Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon,  and  Washington. 
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FS  "has. -issued  a  conservation  teaching 'aid  on  '!The  We  11 -Kept  Farm 
Woods"  intended  primarily  for  vocational  ag»  students  and  k*M  Club  members. 
The  foresters  say  farm  forests  are  important  because  there  are  139  million  - 
acres  of  them  owned  by  more  than  3,200,000  farmers.    They  average  ^1  acres 
each  and  -with  good  management,  they  will  produce  continuous  crops  of  farm 
timber.  1  •  .  • ..  ,   .  . - 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service   ....  .', 

Some  farmers  seem  a  hit  mixed  up  about  the : affect  of  reorganization 
on  the  cost-sharing  of  conservation  practices,    ACP  Service  officials  make  it 
quite  clear  that  reorganization  does  HOT  affect  the  195*+  cost-sharing  program. 
RFD's  can  help  by  letting  farmers  know  that  any  farmer  who  wants  to  take  part 
in  cost-sharing  practices  should  get  in  touch  promptly  with  his  County  Agricul- 
tural Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committee. 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

December  9,  Dr.  R,       Hodgson,  chief  of  the  dairy  husbandry  branch 
of  ARS,  gives  the  Chicago  meeting  of  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers 
some  of  the  recent  research  findings  about  feeds  for  dairy  cattle. 

He  says  Beltsvi'lle  experiments  suggest  the  desirability  of  getting 
forage  off  the  field  as  soon  as  possible.    He  points  out  that  hay  of  higher 
quality  and  higher  U,  S.  grade  can  be  made  by  barn-finishing  hay  by  circulating 
air  through  the  partly  dried  forage. 

Dr.  Hodgson  also  indicates  the  silage  method  offers  a  way  of  getting 
the  forage  off  the  field  and  out  of  the  weather  in  much  less  time  than  when 
hay  is  made.    When  silage  is  made  without  wilting  the  forage,  it  can  be  taken 
in  immediately  after  cutting.    This  offers  an  opportunity  to  simplify  machine 
operations  in  the  field  and  even  eliminate  some  of.  the  machines  needed. 

The  researcher  reports  that  less  than  5  years  ago  'only  3  or  k 
percent  of  the.  silage  made  was  grass  silage.    Last  year  more  than  23  percent 
was  grass  silage,-   Some  farmers  seem  to  be  self -feeding  dairy  cattle  silage 
from  stacks  and  trenches  successfully,    Dr„  Hodgson  sees  further  possibilities 
along  this  line  and  need  for  further  improvements  in  self -feeding  arrangements 
and  machinery.  , 

Progress  from  research  on  flue -cured,  the  chief  "cigarette  tobacco, 
is  now  being  used  to  help  solve  problems  in  the  production  of  good  quality 
cigar  wrapper  tobacco.  .  At  Atlantic. City  this  week,  the  Cigar  Manufacturers 
Association  of  America  presented  their  annual  research  award  to  Dr,  E.  E. 
Clayton,  the  Department's  principal  tobacco  pathologist  "for  his  outstanding 
research  in  the  development  of  disease -resistant  strains  of  leaf  tobacco," 
Dr.  Clayton  explained  that- the  fact  that  Federal  scientists  are  doing  research 
in  all  the  principal  tobacco  regions  makes  it  possible  to  use  general  informa- 
tion- and  varied  breeding  material  to  solve  specific  problems  in  various  tobacco 
localities.  v 

Farmer  Cooperative  Service 


(More  about  FCS  next  week) 


Extension  Service  /  ,.  ; 

All  this  week,  the  Extension  Marketing  Committee  has  "been  here 
working  hard  to  outline  the  contribution  it  thinks  Extension  can  make r in  the 
field  of  markets  for  farm  products.    This  Service  faces  quite  a  job  in 
marketing  education,  when  you  consider  the  5  million  farmers,  around  2 
million  handlers  and  operators  who  perform  various  services  in  the  channels 
of  trade,  getting  farm  products  from  producers  to  consumers,  and  the  160 
million  of  us  who  use  farm  products.    Statisticians  tell  us  we  have  about 
kh  million  families  who  are  in  the  market  almost  every  day.    Marketing  takes 
about  half  the  cost'  we  pay  for  farm  products  and  specialists  agree  a  lot  of 
education  is  needed  all  along  the  line  to  bring  about  the  most  efficiency  in 
the  use  and  distribution  of  such  products. 

Among  Ourselves 

Jules  Renaud,  who  narrated  the  meat-type  hog  film  for  the  Farm-  and 
Home  Hour  telecast  of  the  International  Livestock  Exhibition  in  Chicago  early 
this  week,  is  back  with  a  lot  of  interesting  ideas  from  fellow  EFD's,  He 
says:  -  -  - 

RFD  John  McDonald,  WSM-TV  Nashville,  Term.,  finds  it  more  satisfactory 
and  more  economical  to  take  his  own  films  and  pictures.    He  has  his  own  photo 
lab,  and  makes  his  own  photo  enlargements  and  slides, 

Sandy  Saunders,  WKY-TV  Oklahoma  City,  is  strong  for  having  farmer 
interviews  in  the  studio  and  having  live  farm  animals  displayed  on  programs. 

Harry  Martin,  WFBM-TV  Indianapolis,  finds  it  most  valuable  for  an 
RFD  to  keep  his  work  closely  coordinated  with  that  of  the  promotion  department, 
so  as  to  keep  farm  program  promotion  factual  and  informative. 

Bill  Zipf ,  WBNS  Columbus,  Ohio,  brought  out  from  a  panel  including 
a  farm  wife  and  three  farmers  that  farm  f oiks  put  a  lot  of  faith  in  an  RFD 
they  like.    They  indicated  that  an  RFD  with  a  pleasing  personality  and  an 
affable,  convincing  voice  becomes  a  friend  of  the  family, 

Phil  Alampi,  WABC  Hew  York  and  Chairman  of  NARFB  Advertising  Rela- 
tions Committee,  announced  preliminary  plans  for  another  TV  Advertising 
Workshop  in  '5^.    The  exact  time  and  place  will  be  announced  later. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  December  12 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00  to 
1:30  p.m.  EST,    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington  and  featuring 
cotton  and  peanut  marketing  quotas, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
and  featuring  Referandums  on  Cotton  and  Peanut  Market  Quotas. 
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CBS  Farm  Neve  -  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday,  December  12  features 
an  interview  with  Ancher  Nelsen,  Administrator  of  RE  A,  ahout  the  current  work 
of  SEA,  ••• '  ;  ..  '  -  ••  -  - 

;.•  .  Cordially, : 
C;  A«  Eerndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosure:  .' 
"The  Challenge  to  RFD*s" 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Television  and  Eadio  Fan 

Pardon  our  southern 
we'll  have  to  address  you  in 'i 
individually  and  collectively. 


TSTI  BRARY 

CURRENT  SERIAt  Rt«m 

£raojP*-  1ST-  * 
accent,  tut  since  you 


*tlS^dPrmffitc^^R|QB^Rfwe  do  mean  you, 


December  11,  1953 
Letter  No,  590 


all  changed  your  name 


•  '     We  are  sending  you  all  herewith  that  little  green  "book,  we 
mentioned  last  week.    Ponder  it  well.    As  it  points  out:     "Conserving  and 
improving  our  soil,  water,  range,  forest,  and  wildlife  resources  is  high- 
priority  "business  for  all  of  us," 

And  "before  you  reach  the  end  of  this  letter,  I  think  you  may  see 
some  other  important  developments  "beginning  to  take  shape  on  the  horizon, 

Dr,  Cardon  USA  Heads  FAQ 

Dr.  P,  V,  Cardon,  former  Administrator  of  Agricultural  Research  of 
USDA,  was  elected  Director-General  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization 
of  the  United  Nations  at  Rome  Wednesday,    He  succeeded  another  distinguished 
American,  Norris  E.  Dodd,  who  has  "been  D-G  of  FAO  for  the  past  five  years, 

Dr,  Cardon  "began  his  varied  State,  National,  and  International  ex- 
perience with  the  USDA  in  charge  of  dryland  cereal  investigations  at  Nephi, 
Utah,  in  1909.    From  191^-17  he  carried  on  cotton  investigations  throughout 
the  Cotton  Belt;  from  1920-25  he  served  as  teacher,  laboratory  director, 
and  editor  in  Montana  and  Utah,    For  the  next  10  years  he  was  economist 
then  director  of  the  Utah  Experiment  Station,   .He  came  to  Washington  in  '35 
in  charge  of  forage  crop  and  disease  work,  "became  Administrator  of  ARA, 
represented  the  U,  S,  on  numerous  international  agricultural  "bodies,  and 
helped  set  up  FAO,  attended  its  first  session,  and  was  U,S,  delegate  to 
four  subsequent  sessions,    USDA  presented  him  its  Distinguished  Service  Award 
"for  outstanding  service  and  exceptional  leadership  in  the  advancement  of 
agricultural  science," 

Secretary  on  Price  Supports 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  told  an  ABC  network  audience  Monday 
that  in  a  short  time  the  Administration  will  suggest  a  farm  program  to  Con- 
gress that  will  aim  at  a  sound  and  prosperous  agriculture  for  the  "benefit  of 
everyone. 
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As  leader  of  a  round-table  discussion  with  Undersecretary  Morse, 
Assistant  Secretary  Coke,  and  economist  Don  Paarlberg,  he  outlined  the  farm 
problem,  recognized  the  need  of  farmers  for  price  protection,  and  considered 
the  different  types  of  price  support  plans  suggested. 

The  Secretary  cautioned,  however,  that  no  price  support  system, 
fixed  or  flexible,  can  he  expected  "by  itself  to  solve  our  farm  price  and 
surplus  problems.    Ee  declared  the  pressing  need  is  for  new  markets,  new 
uses  for  farm  products,  new  marketing  techniques  and  research  that  shows  us 
how  to  produce  better  and  more  economically. 

As  he  viewed  it,  one  of  the  consequences  of  farm  price  supports  at 
a  high,  fixed  level  is  that  the  Government  support  price  is  reflected  in 
wholesale,  retail,  and  even  export  pieces.    There  is  always  danger  the  con- 
sumer will  turn  elsewhere  if  he  feels  he  cannot  afford  the  price  of  a 
commodity  under  Government  supports.    Then,  too,  fixed,  high  level  govern- : 
ment  price  supports  prevent  shifts  in  production  that  are  a  glut  on  the 
market  to  those  for  which  there  is  public  demand.    Under  the  present  law 
they  also  result  in  acreage  control  when  surpluses  are  large. 

For  example,  if  wheat  farmers  vote  for  acreage  allotments,  the 
Government,  in  return,  supports  the  price  of  wheat  at  90  percent  of  parity. 
But  what  does  the  farmer  do  with  the  land  he  can't  plant  to  wheat?  Eis 
taxes  and  other  fixed  charges  continue,  but  if  he  produces  another  type  of 
crop  on  the  acres  not  planted  to  wheat  he  may  help  cause  a  serious  surplus 
in  that  other  crop. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  farm  leaders  advocate  a  price  support 
system  that  can  be  adjusted  in  terms  of  production  and  demand.  They 
recommend  a  system  that  will  allow  normal  production  shifts,  reduce  surpluses 
and  minimize  Government  controls  on  agriculture. 

Secretary  Benson  said  that  when  the  farmer  is  in  economic  trouble, 
when  he  needs  a  hand  from  his  Government,  all  he  wants  is  fair  and  just 
treatment.    Ee  wants  to  be  able  to  work  and  produce  at  a  fair  profit.  Ee 
wants  outlets  for  what  he  produces,    Ee  does  not  like  surpluses  hanging  over 
his  head,  depressing  prices,    Ee  does  not  like  the  thought  of  good  food  pil- 
ing up  in  warehouses  any  more  than  you  or  I  do,  t  But  he  does  want  it  under- 
stood that  many  of  his  problems  are  unusual  and  beyond  his  capacity  as  an 
individual  to  solve,    Ee  wants  it  recognized  that  in  our  society  he  gives 
as  much  as  he  takes. 

The  Secretary  declared  farmers  are  entitled  to  price  protection. 
But  what  we  need  is  a  farm  program  that  everyone  can  live  with  and  support. 

The  Wool  Problem 

Addressing  the  National  Wool  Growers  Association  at  Long  Beach, 
California,  Tuesday,  Secretary  Benson  said  we  clearly  need  a  new  wool  pro- 
gram,   Ee  assured  the  growers  that  the  program  the  Department  will  recommend 
to  the  President  will  take  into  full  account  their  views  and  those  of  all 
segments  of  the  wool  industry  as  well  as  the  public  interest. 


He  pointed  out  that  Gove rnme nt     actions  must  be  in  keeping  with 
our  i responsibilities  as  a  nation,  and  must  impose,  as  little  .expense  upon 
taxpayers  and  .consumers  as  is  needed  to  get  practical  results-.    Beyond  that, 
he  said/  it  is  the  responsibility' of:  growers,  and  other  parts  of  the  indus- 
try, to  offer  a.  good  product  at  reasonable  prices;  to  variant  the  continued 
■ favor  of  those  final  arbiters  of  all.  our .businesses,  the  consumers  in  the 
market  place.    The  Secretary  declared  the  Job  of  rebuilding  a  prosperous 
•wool  industry  on  a  firm  foundation  is  vital  to  the  welfare  and  security  of 
all  .Americans,  ,.  „. . , ..  : ....  •, ,    •        .   .  ,  v.-  -\  -         .  ■■  ..  ■• 

Wool  Support  for  1954  • 

Wednesday,  USDA  announced  a. national  average  wool  support  price 
f  or  the  '5^  marketing  season  of  not  less,  tj^an  eonts  a  i pound,  grease 

"basis.    That's  90  percent  of  tip  estimated  .parity  price  as  of  the  "beginning 
of  the  '-5^  marketing  year,;   Announc.eme nt  at.  this  time-  is  designed  to  help 
wqoi  growers  make  their  production  and  marketing  plans.    Operating  details 
of  the  •  §4  Vooi"  support'  ^program  "and  the  actual  support  prices  :f or  shorn 
and  pulled  wool  "by  grades  will  he  announced  next  April  "when  the  marketing 
year  "begins. 

A  -  AGRICULTURAL  ' STABILIZATION  ;., \  . '       ^'L   .'  y- . 

Commodity  Stabilization  Service, 

CSS  summarizes  the  important  facts  involved- in  the  upland  cotton 
marketing,  quota  referendum  December  15-.  this  way:  \  .  ,  /  .  3 

If  cotton  marketing  quotas  are  approved         •    ?  -r  .-. 

1,  90  percent  of  parity  support  -will  "be  available  only 
to  growers  who  plant  within  their  farm  acreage  allotments. 

2,  If  the  farm  cotton  acreage  allotment. is  overplanted  there 
will  "be  a.  marketingr^uota  .penalty:  imposed,  on" all  excess 

'•  •    '      •'.  cotton,;  '[[      .        ;~{-r^  V--;  'i&yt. i  ■. 

J       if  "cotton  marketing  quotas  .-are  disapproved.  :--      ?  - 

Farm  acreage  allotments  wj^ll, .  remain  in  effect . 

£rijce"  support  will  "be  available .  at ;  50  .percent  of  parity 
and  a  grower  must  plant  within  his  farm  acreage  allotment 
to  "be  eligible  for  price  support, 

3,  .All  cotton  produced  can  be  marketed  without  a  marketing- 
quota  penalty,  ".  t_  •  -[t   ♦  « 

' Regardless  of "  the  outcome  of  the  referendum,  overplanting  the  farm 
cotton  acreage  allotment  will  also  deprive  the  grower  of  any  assistance  in 
payments : under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  program. 


CSS,  In  the  195^  Guides  program  for  Spring  Vegetables 'for  fresh 
market,  has  recommended  an  aggregate  acreage  for  harvest  7  percent  less 
than  this  past  year , 'ah out" the  same  acreage  as  In  f52,  hut  5  percent  less" 
than  average  acreage  for  f^7-'51.    CSS  reports  the  outlook  for  .plenty  of' 
equipment ,  materials ,  and  facilities  for  producing  and.  marketing  spring, 
vegetables  Is  more  favorable  than' In  any  period  during  the  last  three 
years,   ;  ;:  *  "  "  \; '  "I,  .      .  •  ;.     -  ._';.'/:?  '  : 

B  -  MARKETING  AKD  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service   

As  recommended  by  the  Poultry  Research  Advisory  Committee,.  AJ£3 
Is  broadening  and  improving  its  service  to. the  poultry  trade .    It  will 
issue,  on  a  trial  basis,  a  new  weekly  report  on  poultry"  slaughtered.  '  •' -  *  ■ 
These  weekly  figures  will  provide  a  more  complete  picture , of  the  quantity 
of  commercial  broilers  and  fryers,  farm  run  young  chickens,  hens,  roosters , 
light  and  heavy  breed  turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  moving  to  market  than  has 
been  available  in  the  past. 

About  5C0  slaughterers,  including  the  biggest  ones,  have  agreed 
to  report  their  slaughter  of  the  different  kinds  of  poultry  at  the  end  of 
each  week.    Department  specialists  will  tabulate,  .summarize,  and  distribute  : 
the  figures  through  the  leased  wire  system  of  the  USDA- market  news  service," 

The  specialists  say  the  new  report  should  help  poultrymen . appraise 
market  conditions.    In  time,  it  should  help  in  adjusting  marketings  more 
closely.    It  may  also  provide  a  basis  for  estimating  how  fast  laying  flocks 
are  being  reduced  and  how  the'  broiler  and  fryer  supply  is  being  held  back  or 
depleted, 

.  •„-----  -.•"■«■ 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service 

This  week  FAS  moved  to.  strengthen  foreign  marketing  work"  on  wheat, 
rice,  and  feed  grains.    Whatever  we  can  do  to  expand  outlets  for  our 
grains  abroad  will  strengthen  grain  markets  at  home  and  lessen  the  need  for 
restrictions  on  production.    To  that  end,  FAS  announced  Tuesday  that  Edward 
J.  Bell,  administrator  of  the  Oregon  Wheat  Commission  will  hea!d  up  USDA's 
new  program  for  expanding  foreign  markets  for  .US  grains  and  grain  products. 
The  immediate  objective  will 'be  to  help  create  a  more  favorable  environment 
in  foreign  trade  relationships  so  that  our  grains  can  compete  more  effec- 
tively and  move  more  readily  into  world  markets  through  regular  commercial 
channels. 

Mr.  Bell  has  had. 17  years  service,  with  the  Department  beginning  in 
1930  with  the  Federal  Farm  Board  where  'he  headed  cooperative  marketing  work 
on  grains.    In  '^9-' 50  he  spent  four  months  as  a  member  of  a  3 -man  USDA 
mission  reporting  on  market  potentials  for  American  wheat  and  wheat  flour 
In  the  Far  East.    In  ^1-^2  he  spent  a  year  in  the  Philippines  as  I^A  ag. 
director.    He  is  one  of  several  outstanding  ag,  marketing  leaders  FAS  expects 
to  add  to  its  staff. 


-  5  - 

People  in  Western  Europe  will  use  more  oranges  next  year  than  ever 
"before.    FAS  marketing  expert  J,  Henry  Burke,  who  is  Just  "back  from  a  first- 
hand study  of  the  citrus  marketing  situation  in  9  European  citrus  importing 
countries  and  Spain  and  Italy,  thinks  U.  S,  citrus  exports  may  increase  in 
T5^ 

He  finds  that  -where  trade  restrictions  exclude  U.  .S.  citrus  and. 
citrus  products,  consumers  pay  dearly  for  their  orange  juice.    He  saye 
currency  restrictions  are  still  the  greatest  "barrier  to  expanding  U.  S. 
citrus  exports, 

C  -  FEDERAL -STATES  RELATIONS 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

The  National  Sweetpotato  Breeding  Program  has  produced  a  new  non- 
crack  canning  variety  of  sweetpotato.    Selected  from  a  lot  of  seedings 
first  grown  at  the  USDA  Station  at  Beltsville,  Maryland,  further  developed 
at  the  Louisiana  Experiment  Station,  then  tested  "by  the  Maryland  Experiment 
Station,  this  new  variety,  is  found  well  adapted  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
dryland  and  pronounced  worth. extensive . trial  in  other  Middle  Atlantic 
States.    This  new  variety,  called  Sunnyside,  is  expected  to  prove  an 
interim  successor  to  lykryland  Golden,  an  otherwise  good  variety  which 
cracks  "badly. 

But  the  National  Sweetpotato  Breeding  Program  of  the  USDA  and 
various  cooperating  State  Experiment  Stations,  has  other  sweetpotato 
varieties  now  in  the  making.    The  "breeders  say  some  of  these  show  promise 
of  proving  even  "better  than  Sunnyside. 

Forest  Service 

FS  reports  more  trees  have  "been  planted  in  this  country  this  past 
year  than  ever  "before  .  .  .  715,600  acres  of  them  in  f53  compared  with 
523,000  acres  in  *52.    The  US  foresters  attribute  the  big  increase  to  a 
heavy;  expansion  of  tree  nureery  facilities  "by  the  States,  especially  in  the 
South,    Both  Federal  and  State  agencies,  schools,  towns,  etc.,  planted  more 
than  the  previous  year.    Of  the  total  of  715,600  acres  planted  this  year, 
however,  57^,000  acres  were  on  privately  owned  land,  "by  private  forest 
owners  and  operators,  farmers  and  others  who  obtained  their  trees  from  the 
cpoperative  State -Federal  forest  nurseries. 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

1  I,  1 

The  closest  possible  kind  of  teamwork  between  SCS  and  Extension 
,  Service  has  been  called  for  in  a  joint  message  to  all  personnel  of  the  two 
agencies  by  SCS  Adm.  D,  A,  Williams  and  FES  Adm.  C,  M.  Ferguson.* 


The.  message  points  out  that. 'the  reorganization  of  SCS  is  designed 
to  carry  forward  a  more  effective  national:,  program  and  to  strengthen  the  . 
work  in  each  State „    It  does-  not'  change  in  any  way  the  functions  of  the 
SCS  in  carrying  out  a  national  program  of  soil  and  water  conservation 
...  .;  .primarily  through  soil  conservation  districts,    SCS  and  Extension  Service 
continue  ,*6o  have  the  responsibility  for  effective  cooperation  at  county, 
.State  and  .national  levels. 

In  the  reorganization  plan,  7  SCS  regional  offices  were  abolished 
and  State  offices  were  given  additional  responsibilities .    This  week  Adm. 
Williams  named  the  head  conservationists  for  29  States  and  Alaska,  In 
every  position  announced,  the  present  state  conservationist  was  renamed  to 
continue  the  work.    Chief  conservationists  for  the  remaining  States  and 
■;rii,    .  Territories  will  be  named  soon,  - 

Extension  Service 

..      i Director  C,  M.  Ferguson  says  FES  will  speed  up  getting  research 
■  . .   intp  action  on  the  farm.    In  doing  this,  Extension  will  continue  to  make 
full  use  of  all  mass  media,  hut  aims  also  to  reach  more  farmers"  and  farm 
•  -  families  . f ace -tG -face  on  their  farms.  :  The  plan  of  this  farm  family  approach 
is  to  consider  the  whole  f am-  as  a  unit  and,  fit  to  it  the  best  available 
information  about  every  farm  operation  as  it  applies  to  that  particular 
v   .farm,    Information  on  soil  conservation  and  improvement,  livestock  menage- 
ment,  new  and  "better  varieties  of  plants  and  animals,  pest  control,  and 
other  production  practices,  as  well. as  more  efficient  marketing  practices 
will  be  coordinated  in  the  new  approach,  ' 

To  help  move  surpluses  and  improve  normal  agricultural  income, 
ES  will  also  put  special  emphasis  on  marketing  research  and  education. 
It  aims  to  help  bring  marketing  research  results  not  only  to  farmers,  but 
to  processors,  wholesalers,  retailers  and  consumers, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  December  19  .  • 

•  ■  '      .  KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1;30  p.m.  EST..    "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  a  special  program 
of  Christmas  music  by  the  Homesteaders  orchestra  and  the  Farm  and  Home 
quartet,  ,  ••• 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p,m, 
EST,    "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington  and  featuring  how  women  are 
using  demonstration  work  to  improve  family  living,'  "from' tittle  Rock,  Ark, 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Phoney  *  Saturday  originating  at  3i30 
to  3:k5  p.m.  EST;  and  featuring  "Christmas  Foods"  with  Helen  Douglass,  USDA. 


Among  Ours  e lve  s 


Extension  Joe  Tonkin,  who  held  a  TV  Workshop  for  resident  faculty 
members,  extension  and  experiment  station  people  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  last  week,  reports  that  the  new  University  television  station, 
WHA-TV,  expects  to  go  on  the  air  shortly  after  the  first  of  January. 

Ko  Arai,  the  Jack  Jackson  of  Japan,  visited  us  this  week.  Jack 
Towers  gave  him  a  general  fill-in  on  farm  radio  in  this  country.    And  he 
gave  us  a  real  introduction  to  Japanese  radio,    Mr.  Arai  is  RID  for  NEK, 
the  central  radio  station  of  the  Broadcasting  Corporation  of  Japan  at 
Sendai  City,  just  outside  Tokyo,  as  well  as  Prexy  of  Japanese  RFD's.  He 
says  most  Japanese  farms  are  electrified,  and  about  80  percent  of  the  farm- 
ers have  radios  available .    They  prefer  to  get  their  farm  information  "by 
listening  to  radio,  and  KFD's  have  proved  very  helpful. 


From  here  RFD  Ko  Arai  with  two  Japanese  economists  and  an  inter- 
preter will  start  a  tour  of  the  country.    They  are  scheduled  for  two  weeks 
at  Rutgers,  a  week  at  Chicago,  three  weeks  in  Tennessee  with  TVA,  a  week 
in  Omaha,  and  then  on  to  California. 

Phil  Alampi,  who  with  his  wife  every  Saturday  does  two  "Home 
Gardener"  shows,  one  on  radio  and  one  on  TV,  has  "been  elected  President 
of  the  Jfen's  Garden  Club  of  New  York  for  195h. 

Cordially, 

Enclosure;  /O  J-  I  I  / 

Strengthening  American  ag.  V  /  ^C^7  ^-^L/  YL^A^(y  ir\y 

through  Be source  Conservation 

C.  A.  Eerndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    Secretary  Benson  today  decided  to  recommend  that  Congress  increase 
the  national  cotton  acreage  allotment  to  about  21  million  acres  or  about 
3  million  more  than  the  announced  allotment.    Ee  figures  that  increase 
would  greatly  lessen  the  severe  "single  year"  adjustment,  called  for  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  would  still  make  it  possible  to  reduce  cotton 
stocks  during  the  '54-' 55  marketing  season. 
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of  Agriculture 


December  18,  1953 
Letter  -No©  591 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 

*    JAN  * 

?arm  Directors: 

U.  S.  CEPARTV.ENT  CF'^SRICytTURE 

The  Department  hk&  a  new  A^i^tantrSecretary  this  week  —  Ross  Rizley, 
former  Congressman  from  Oklahoma*    His  appointment  by  President ' E is enhower 
brings  the  number  of  Assistant  Secretaries  back  up  to  three.    The  Department 
has  had  only  two  Assistant  Secretaries  since  Romeo  E.  Short  resigned  last 
September. 

Mr*  Rizley  was  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  near  Beaver,  in  the 
Oklahoma  Panhandle.    His  parents  had  settled  there  in  1887 •    He  taught  for 
two  terms  in  the  public  schools  of  Beaver  County  before  entering  the 
University  of  Kansas  City,  where  he  graduated  from  law  school  in  1915 •  He 
returned  to  Beaver  County  and  after  serving  one  term  as  county  attorney, 
he  moved  in  1920  to  Texas  County,  Oklahoma,  where  he  has  been  continuously 
engaged  in  general  law  practice,  except  for  the  years  he  served  in  the  Congress. 

Pie  organized-  and  for  several  years  was  the  senior  partner  in  a 
law  firm  from  which  he  resigned  last  March  to  accept  the  position  of  Solicitor 
in  the  Post  Office  Department,    He  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  what  was  then 
the  8th  Oklahoma  District  from  I9I4I  through  IjLf/B*    He  was  a  member  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  for  six  years  and  the  last  two  years  of  his 
service  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

New  Assistant  to  Secretary  Benson 

Another  new  appointment  is  that  of  Charles  Figy  of  Morenci,  Itich., 
to  become  Assistant  to  Secretary  Benson.    He  will  be  in  charge  of  relations 
with  State  commissioners a  secretaries  and  directors  of  agriculture*  He 
replaces  Whitney  Giliiland  who  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  War  Claims 
Commission  by  President  Eisenhower. 

Mr.  Figy  is  a  dairy  farmer  who  served  11  years  as  Michigan's 
Director  of  Agriculture.    He  operates  a  lj.00-e.cre  farm  with  a  herd  of  75 
purebred  Eolstein  cattle. 

Calling  to  Your  Attenti  on ... . 

We  mailed  you  copies  of  Secretary  Benson1  s  two  speeches  this  week  — 
the  Chicago  speech  before  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  Wednesday,,  and 
the  Memphis  talk  delivered  for  him  yesterday  by  Assistant  Secretary  Coke. 
17e»re  enclosing  two  good  background  statements  —  "The  Farm  Problem"  and 
"The  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission*" 


Farmer  Cooperative  Service 


The  organization  plan  under  which  the  new  Farmer  Cooperative 
Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  will  carry  forward  its  duties 
has  been  approved  by  Assistant  Secretary  J.  Earl  Coke,    According  to 
Acting  Administrator  Joseph  G*  Knapp,  the  plan  provides  machinery  for 
carrying  forward  research  and  service  programs  aimed  at  helping  the 
nation* s  farmers  to  help  themselves* 

Farmer  Cooperative  Service  was  the  Cooperative  Research  and 
Service  Division  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  until  December  iith  of 
this  year*  when  it  became  a  service  under  Secretary  Benson? s  reorganization 
plan.    The  Service  will  carry  forward  the  work  previously  performed  by 
the  Division  it  supplants.    It  serves  farmers  by  assisting  with  the  pro- 
blems of  organizing  and  operating  farmer  business  associations  -.Thich 
market  farm  products,  purchase  farm  supplies,  and  provide  other  business 
services,*    At  the  present  3*000,000  farmers  are  served  by  such  cooperatives* 

According  to  Dr*  Knapp,  the  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  will 
continue  to  work  in  close  cooperation  with" the  Land  Grant  Colleges,  the 
State  and  Federal  Extension  Services,  and  other  State  aid  Federal  agencies 
which  carry  on  work  with  cooperatives*    As  in  the  past,  it  will  make  re- 
search studies,  publish  the  results  obtained,  and  maintain  service  activities 
designed  to  improve  and  strengthen  farmer  cooperative  businesses.  Farmer 
Cooperative  Service  will  also  continue  to  provide  general  educational 
material  of  value  to  cooperative  managements  and  to  educational  agencies 
working  with  farmer  cooperatives* 

1953  Crop  Equals  Second  Large  st_ 

With  hardest  practically  completed,  this  year»s  volume  of  crops 
is  virtually  equal  to  the  second-largest  total  produced  in  1952*  despite 
the  drought.    The  acreage  from  which  crops  were  harvested  was  smaller  than 
average,  but  acre  yields  were  record  high, . 

Only  a  few  crops  reached  record  proportions,  including  rice, 
sugarcane  for  sugar  and  seed,  oranges,  cranberries,  tung  nuts  and  commercial 
vegetables  for  fresh  market  as  a  group*    Only  popcorn  and  pecans  were  near- 
record  crops*    But  larger  than  average  were  corn,  all  wheat,  cotton  and 
cottonseed,  all  hay,  dry  beans,  soybeans,  tobacco^  sorghum  silage,  sugar 
beets,  cherries,  plums,  apricots,  lemons  and  commercial  vegetable  for  pro- 
cessing as  a  group. 

Chick  Hatchings  Set  Record  for  November 


The  number  of  chicks  produced  by  commercial. hatcheries  during 
November  was  the  largest  of  record  for  the  month,  according  to  the  crop 
Reporting  Board.    Chicks  produced  totaled  106,9ol,DOO  —  22  percent  above 
November  last  year  (the  previous  high  for  the  month)  and  jU  percent  above 
the  l9.Lj.7-5i  average.    A  record  high  December  hatch  is  also  in  prospect. 

The  demand  for  chicks  for  commercial  broilers  has  been  strong. 
Als.o  a  considerable  number  of  hatcheries  have  set  eggs  much  earlier  than 
usual  for  next  year's  flock  replacements. 


European  RFD* s  End  Their  U.S*  Study 

Don  is  back  in  the  office  this  week9  winding  up  the  loose  ends 
of  Ms  trip  with  the  visiting  European  radio  editors.    The  visitors  v/ere 
'all  leaving  this  week  for  their  hone  countries. 

All  nine  neribers  of  the  group  expressed  themselves  as  being 
pleased  with  the  project.    One  of  the  best  features  of  the  course  was  the 
friendly  hospitality  extended  to  the  group  by  radio  farm  directors*  their 
fanner  listeners,  and  many  others*    These  courtesies  v/ere  most  important 
in  forming  the  impressions  carried  heme  by  the  team  members*    The  most 
significant  factor  in  the  success  of  the  program  was  the  cooperation  of  the 
National  Association  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  its  members, 
and  thoir  farm  listeners.    ,;es  Seyler  and  his  committee  on  educational 
relations  assisted  in  the  planning,  and  Hal  Hansen  and  many  others  were 
extremely  helpful. 

All  of  the  European  visitors  v/ere  greatly  impressed  by  the  ease 
and  informality  that  is  characteristic  of  American  farm  radio  and  television 
programs*    They  were  impressed  by  the  closeness  v/ith  which  -American  RFD*s 
work  with  farmers,  and  how  well  known  they  are  in  their  communities o  The 
team  members  were  much  impressed  by  the  wonderful  hospitality  extended  to 
them  by  their  RFD  hosts  and  also  by  farmers  in  those  communities*  They 
noted  the  readiness  with  which  American  people  invited  them  into  their 
homes,  and  the  friendliness  with  which  they  v/ere  greeted  everywhere  irre- 
spective of  nationality. 

As  you  know,  the  foreign  group  was  split  up  during  jart  of  the 
study  so  that  the  members  could  visit  individual  radio  stations  either 
singly  or  in  small  groups.    Ail  of  the  RFDTs  who  played  host  to  these  people 
did  a  wonderful  job,  without  exception.    It  is  a  tribute  to  their  hospitality 
and  helpfulness  that  each  of  tlie  foreign  trainees  seems  to  believe  privately 
that  his  itinerary  was  better  than  any  of  the  others.    These  hosts  v/ere 
Chuck  "I or cester  and  Bob  ranee  at  cedar  Rapids;  Loyd  Evans  and  Jim  Kendriok 
at  Springfield,  Ho.;  Sandy  Saunders  and  Harold  Dedrick  at  Oklahoma  City; 
Don  Peach,  Lowell  Watts ,  and  Carl  Heraman  at  Denver;  John  Merrifield  at 
Detroit;  Jim  Chapman  and  Bfiary  Lou  Pfeiffer.  at  Worthingfconj  Ohio*  and 
Frank  Raymond  at  Danville,  Va. 

Of  course,  the  KATRFD  meeting  in  Chicago  was  a  highlight  for  the 
entire  group.    And  many  other  RFD1 s  played  important  roles  in  the  success  of 
the  project:    Dick  Haislett  at  South  Dakota  State  College,  Herb  Plambeck  at 
Des  lloines,  Dix  Harper  and  Paul  Johnson  at  ".rLS  Chioagofl  and  Everett  Liitchell 
and  Milt  Bliss  at  JSBC«    There  Was  a  dandy  one-day  visit  to  7/KAX,  Yankton,  3.  D, 
with  Chris  Hack,  Chet  Randolph,  George  German,  and  Pete  Peterson,    A  visit 
to  Llilwaukee  was  outstanding  because  of  the  assistance  of  Jerry  Seaman,  Verne 
Laustsen,  Rube  Smith,  Harold  Hopkins  on*  and  many  others*    One  of  the  highlights 
of  the  New  York  visit  was  a  meeting  with  Phil  Alampi,  Frank  Atwood,  Bill  Givens 
and  Ed  Slusarczyk*    Many  others  helped  along  the  way* 

Dana  Reynolds  of  the  Foreign  Operations  Administration  and  Roberta 
Clark  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  join  us  in  thanking  the  HATRFD  and 
its  members  for  their  cooperation* 


-  h 

Here ' s  What  One  Ha-d  to  Say »  «»  .  : 

One  of  the  members  of  the  European -radio  group  v/as  Bins  J.  Solvhoj 
of  the  Danish  state  Radio,  who  headquartered  with  Chuck  Worcester  during  the 
early  part  of  his  study.    Upon  completing,  his  visit  here,  he  had  these  comments: 

"Comparing  with  conditions  in  my..-own  country  the  most  important 
observation  I  have  made  during  the  course  is  the  style,  and  form  of  the 
broadcasts.    As  mentioned  previously  the  Radio  Farm  Editors  and  their 
equivalents  seem  to  be  on  intimate  terms  with  their  audience*  .  The  fact 
that  they  are  often  farmers  themselves  or  in  any  case  in  close  contact 
with  farm-work  is  promoting  in  the  highest  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
farmers  in  the  broadcasts  produced.    The  words  and  phrases  used j  the  ■ 
informal,  even  cordial,  attitude  towards  the  audience  contribute  un- 
doubtedly to  the  popularity  of  the  programs.    The  vast  use  of  interviews 
instead  of  lectures  moreover  seems  to  add  to  the  natural  and  homelike 
atmosphere  of  the  broadcasts. 


"On  my  return  I  shall  propose  a  closer  eontact  between  the 
State  Radio  and  the  State  Agricultural  College  of  Copenhagen.    Besides  I 
shall  attempt  a  gradual  modif i cation  of  the  style  and  form  of  .part  of  the 
agricultural  broadcasts  in  conformity  with  the  above-mentioned  observations." 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  December  26 

NBC  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  at  .1:00  to  1:30  p#m. 
EST.    US  DA.  Headlines  from  Washington.    A  report  on  the  farm  outlook  for  1954 
from  Washington,  D«  G« 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  at  12:30  to  1:00  p»m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  Hews"  from  USDA.    The  feature  will  be  "A  Visit  to  Australia"  with 
Ken  Gapen  and  jack  Towers. 

CBS  Farm  Hews  with  Claude.  Hahoney  -  Saturday  at  3s 30  to  3th5  P«eu 
EST.    The  feature  will  be  an  interview  with  Dr.  P.  V*  Cardon,  newly  appointed 
Direct or -General  of  the  Food,  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations 
who  has  just  returned  from  a' meeting  in  Europe. 

The  Seas on  * s  Greet i  ngs 

Our  next  RFD  Letter  w.on*t  reach  you  before  Christmas,  which  of 
course  won't  keep  you  from  enjoying  the  Noel.    But  it  might  cause  us  to  be 
late  in  sending  you  our  Holiday  greetings.    So,  rather  than  risk  being  late, 
we'll  wish  you  now  a  very. Merry  Christmas  from  all  of  us. 

Cordially, 

'    C  x 

Enclosure:  VJ  _  |  ;      {  1 

The- National  Agricultural  /.Li^VW     u*- '<••-'<> -y  (w'O'Tu 
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December  22,  1953 
Letter  No.  592 


some  things  to  say  this  week 
r  countries,    Ee  was  report - 
griculture  Organization  of  the 


He  spoke  of  the  recovery  of  productive  capacities  in  most  parts  of 
the  World  and  said,  "Wow,  there  is  no  longer  a  need  for  full  speed  ahead  in 
all  directions.    Production  must  still  t>e .  increased       "but,  only  in  those 
areas  of  the  world  (and  of  those  commodities)  where-  the  need  is  greatest... 
and  where  farm  resources  can  "be  geared  to  meet  that  need  most  effectively. 

"FAO  must  emphasize  efforts  to  increase  the  purchasing  power  of 
consumers  around  the  -world.    We  must,  find  more  efficient  methods  of  market- 
ing agricultural  products,  including  lower  distribution  costs,  so  that  more 
food  can  he  moved  to  consumers  rather  than  allowed  to  pile  up  in  idle,  unused 
stocks.'1  . 

Mr,  Davis  pointed  out  that  we  are  using  some  of  our  surpluses  to 
aid  other  countries  where  need  exists.     "But  that's  only  a  temporary  situa- 
tion.   In  the  long  run,  the  other  countries  want  to  produce  for  their  own 
needs.    They  don't  want  to  rely  on  gifts.    And,  of  course,  we  won't  always 
have  surpluses. 

"In  any  event,  our  problem  is  to  adjust  our  farm  resources  toward 
economic  production  of  those  products  we  need  and  will  need  most,  and  at 
the  same  time  try  to  use  our  accumulated  surplus  stocks  to  assist  friendly 
nations  to  do  the  same  thing.  .  In  this  way,  our  commodity  surpluses  are 
valuable  assets,  and  used  wisely,,  will. add  to  the  United  States  total  effort 
toward  the  goal  of  world  peace, 

"It  is  apparent  that  international  cooperation  in  agriculture 
has  just  made  a  hare  beginning.    There  are  still  broad  uncharted  frontiers 
in  research  and  education  -  in  applying  results  of  research  to  the  fields 
of  resource  development,  conservation,  and  production.  Particularly 
important  is  the  need  for  cooperative  work  in  improving  methods  of  getting 
agricultural  products  to  consumers  through  more  effective  marketing..  All 
these  jobs  could  be  labeled  "unfinished  business"  for  the  Food  and  Agricul- 
ture Organization.    And  now  that  FAO  has  come  of  age,  we  believe  the  jobs 
can  be  completed,  one  by  one." 


-  2  - 


Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  2, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Hone  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
USDA  Headlines  from  Washington  and  a  feature,  "How  Farmers  View  the  Outlook 
for  195  V 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  a  feature  on  "The  ACP  Program  for  195 V  with  Fred 
Ritchie,  Acting  Administrator  of  the  ACP  Service « 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Phoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 

Among  Ourselves. , . 

The  other  day  when  Frank  Atwood  met  with  the  European  radio  group 
in  New  York,  he  told  a  story  that 'we'd  like  to  pass  on  to  you.    On  his 
regular  "broadcast  on  WTIC  that  morning  he  told  his  listeners  about  the  New 
York  meeting  he  was  going  to  attend.    He  mentioned  that  Bill  Givens,  Phil 
Alampi,  and  Ed  Slusarczyk  would  he  there.  -: 

A  few  minutes  later  a  telephone  call  came  from  a  fellow  in  New 
London,  Conn,,  who  asked  Frank  to  say  hello  for  him  to  Ed  Slusarczyk.  It 
seems  that  he  and  Ed  were  together  in  a  military  hospital  during  or  following 
World  War  II  and  hadn't  seen  each  other  since.    They'd  completely  lost  track 
of  each  other.    Frank  passed  the  message  on  to  Ed  and  the  two  former  "buddies 
are  planning  to  get  together,    Nice  Christmas  story,  eh? 

During  the  session  in  New  York,  Frank  recorded  an  interview'  with 
Yves  Archambeaud  of  the  French  National  Broadcasting  Company  —  with  the 
help  of  an  interpreter.    Frank  writes  that  "my  recording  with  Mr.  Archambeaud 
was  an  interesting  and  novel  addition  to  my  program  this  morning.    I  have 
sent  it  to  Ed  Slusarczyk  to  exchange  for  the  recording  he  made  with  the 
Yugoslavs  and  then  "both  tapes  will  "be  loaned  to  Phil  Alampi." 

Just  received  a  note  from  Eric  Lund  reporting  that  he  is  leaving 
IOTA  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  January  15  to  join  the  Gardner  Advertising  Agency 
in  St,  Louis.    He  will  "be  a  Regional  Account  Executive  and  will  work  the 
Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida  region,  Wayne 
Tyler  succeeds  Eric  at  WLVA.    Our  "best  wishes  to  "both  Eric  and  Wayne  in 
their  new  assignments. 

We're  getting  out  a  short  and  quick  PFD  Letter  this  week  "because 
of  the  Holiday-shortened  work  week.    Some  of  you  will  "be  getting  this  issue 
before  Christmas,  so  we're  repeating  our  Merry  Christmas  greeting  of  last 
week,  and  saying  to  all  of  you,  Best  Wishes  for  the  New.  Year,    We've  enjoyed 
a. year  of  pleasant  association  with  you  and  hope  there'll  "be  many  more  of 
'em. 

Cordially, 

Ken'  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures: 

Insects  in  Farm- Stored  Wheat 
Ag%  Outlook  Digest 
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I  <nvi     .  1    December  30,  1953 

I         fE-^-9  ,bj      *l    Letter  No.  593 
Dear  Farm  Director:  I  **'  l 

We've  "been  hearing  f  or  ma^  mont  hs  about—the^  decline  in  farm  prices 
that  has  taken  place  during  the  paSftf^three  years.    But  Secretary  Benson  points 
out  that  anyone  who  considers  farm  prices  alone  is  not  looking  at  the  whole 
picture.    Be  saya  we  must  take  into,  account  what  he  calls  the  "F our  Hard  Facts 
of  Agriculture  . " 

These  are:    First,  the  price-cost  squeeze.    Second,  the  excessive 
stocks  of  wheat,  cotton,  corn,  dairy  products,  and  many  other  commodities. 
Third,  the  problem  of  what  to  do  with  acres  that  have  to  he  diverted 
(particularly  in  195*0  from  crops  under  acreage  controls*    And  fourth,  the 
cost  of  price  support  programs  and  possible  losses  in  CCC  operations,  under 
these  programs. 

Most  of  these  "Hard  Facts"  are  closely  related  to  the  surpluses  that 
are  piled  up  in  storage.     "These  huge  stocks,"  the  Secretary  said,  "are  hang- 
ing over  every  farmer's  head.    You  cannot  plan  a  farm  program  or  plant  a  crop 
with  freedom  because  these  surpluses  are  always  looking  over  your  shoulder. 
The  very  existence  of  these  stocks  has  a  bearish  effect  on  farm  markets  and 
breeds  uncertainty  about  the  future.    They  complicate  the  administration  of 
our  farm  programs.    And,  don't  forget,  they  are  very  expensive." 

In  connection  with  the  expenses  and  loan  obligations  involved  in  the 
surplus  problem,  we  are  enclosing  a  background  statement -we  think  will  be 
useful  to  you.    It's  called  "The  Present  Farm  Program  Situation"  and  has  the 
latest  figures  on  CCC  holdings,  -potential  losses,  and  the  farm  income  situa- 
tion. 

Marketing  tetrgins  for  Beef 

A  USDA  report  on  "Marketing  Margins  for  Beef "  concludes  that  declin- 
ing prices  for  cattle  in  1952  and  1953  were  not  caused  primarily  by  widening 
marketing  margins.    The  primary  cause  for  the  drop  in  cattle  prices  was  the 
increasing  cattle  slaughter  in  1952  and  1953  as  cattle  numbers  leveled  off. 

A  few  cases  of  extremely  wide  margins  for  lower  grade  meats  in  re- 
tail markets  were  reported.    But  the  study  found  this  not  the  usual  situation, 
as  margins  in  general  appeared  fairly  stable.    We've  mailed  you  a  copy  of 
this  30-page  report. 
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The  195^  Outlook  in  a  Nutshell 

As  we  "begin  the  nev  year,  here  in  a  nutshell  is  the  outlook  for 
agriculture  in  195^ ♦ 

It  looks  as  though  195^  will  he  very  much  like  1953  with  respect 
to  farm  income,    That  assumes  we  have  average  weather  and  no  international 
emergency. 

Farm  prices  and  income  should  hold  up  pretty  well.    Farm  prices 
are  expected  to  average  around  their  present  levels.    Farmers  will  still 
he  in  a  cost-price  squeeze.    But  it  is  not  likely  to  he  pinching  much " 
harder  than  it  is  now. 

Supplies  will  he  large  in  1954*    We  have  just  had  a  tig  crop  year 
with  hig  carryovers.    But  a  large  part  of  the  carryover  of  several  Commodities 
is  held  hy  the  Government  under  its  price  support  program. 

Demand  for  farm  products  should  continue  very  good.  Economic 
activity  1  has  eased  off  slightly  from  the  all-time  peak  earlier  this  year. 
But  industrial  employment  --  and  purchasing  power  --  remain  high.    As  for 
foreign  demand,  our  farm  exports  should  go  no  lower  than  they  are  now. 

Retail  food  prices  in  1954t>are  expected  to  average  near  1953  levels. 

Farm  Prices  IJp  1  Percent 

Farm  prices  rose  one  percent  during  the  month  ending. -December  15, 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  Wednesday,    They  were  6  percent  "below  a  . 
year  earlier.    A  sharp  increase  in  hog  prices  was  primarily  responsible  for 
the  rise.    The  livestock  and  livestock  product  index  increased  2  percent 
during  the  month.    The  all  crop  index  was  down  very  slightly,  " 

The  index  of  prices  paid  rose  l/j  of  1  percent  during  the  month  due 
primarily  to  higher  feed  prices.    The  mid-December  parity  ratio  at  91  was 
up  1  percent  fi'om  mid -November,  compared  with  96  at  the  end  of  1953. 

Feed  Supply  is  Third  Largest  on  Record 

-  The  total  supply  of  feed  grains  and  other  concentrates  for  the 
1953 -5**-  season  is  estimated  at  170,5  million  tons,  a  little  larger  than  in 
1952-53,  and  the  third  largest  on  record,  according  to  the  Feed  Situation 
Report  for  release  January  4, 

The  total,  corn  supply  of  3,942  million  "bushels  for  19.53-5^  is 
second -only  to  the  record  of  4,052  million  in  19^9-50  and  11  percent'  above 
the  19^6-50  average.    Supplies  of  other  feed  grains  are  ail  "below  the  19^6- 
50  average  —  oats.  5  percent,  "barley  11  percent,  and  sorghum  grains  25 
percent,    A  substantial  part  of  the  total  feed'  grain  supply,  especially 
com,  is  owned  hy  CCC  or  going  under  loan* 


-  3  - 

Rising  Trend  In  Farm  Exports  ... 

The  value  of  U.  S,  agricultural  exports  from  July  through  October 
vas  h  percent  above  the  corresponding  period  of  1952,  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service  reported  this  week.    October  agricultural  exports,  however,  were  9 
percent  below  October  of  1952, 

During  1953  July-October  period  the  U.S.  shipped  abroad  farm  products 
valued  at  $873,937,000,  compared  with  $8^2, 660,000  for .July -October  1952. 
The  four-month  upward  trend  in  farm  exports,  which  began  in  July,  continued 
In  October,  but  the  total  fell  below  the  total  shipped  abroad  in  October  1952. 

The  rising  trend  of  U.S.  farm  exports  has  been  attributed  in  part  to 
increased  foreign  demand  caused  by  improved  economic  conditions  and  greater 
dollar  availability  in  important  countries,  the  rebuilding  of  stocks  in 
certain  countries,  and  better  competitiTe  pricing  of  some  U.S.  commodities. 

World  Agricultural  Situation  to  be  Out  Soon 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  will  release  a  "World  Agricultural 
Situation  195^"  around  mid -January.  It  continues  the  series  of  annual  world 
food  reports  issued  since  19^5,  but  this  year's  edition  is  being  expanded  to 
include  non-food  crops. 

This  ii-5-50  page  mimeographed  document  will  report  world  agricultural 
production  by  commodity  and  by  country  and  area.    You'll  receive  a  brief 
summary  of  the  report,  but  if  you  want  to  go  into  it  more  thoroughly  we  can 
have  the  full  report  in  your  hands  perhaps  by  the  time  it  is  released. 

.  If  you  want  the  "World  Agricultural  Situation  195^",  write  us  now 
and  we'll  be  able  to  mail  it  two  or  three  days  before  it  is  released  for 
publication. 

Popcorn  Crop  is  Second  Largest 

Growers  in  11  commercial  popcorn  states  produced  308  million  pounds 
of  ear  popcorn  in  1953  —  the  second  largest  crop  of  record.    This  production 
is  15  percent  more  than  the  1952  crop  and  39  percent  above  the  10-year  average. 
Official  estimates  are  prepared  for  only  11  states,  but  an  additional  quantity 
of  perhaps  20  to  25  million  pounds  was  grown  in  several  other  states. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  9 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,    Highlights  from  the  Arizona  National  Live- 
stock Show,  from  KTAR  Phoenix, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  a  feature  from  Washington  on  insecticides  and  insect 
resistance  to  them,  with  Edward  F.  Khipling,  Plant  Quarantine,  and  Jack  Towers. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  EST. 
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Among  Ourselves « , .  •• 

Just  had  a  letter  and  Holiday  greetings  from  our  friend  Carlos 
Gonz ale s«Ri vera  in  Puerto  Ricoa    He  reports  that  Puerto  Rico*s  first,  tele- 
vision station  will  go  on  the  air  January  15 » 

We  mailed  you  copies  of  two  research  stories  released  "before  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  meeting  in  Boston,  They 
are  on  genetic  changes  increasing  animal  production  and  the  effects  of  new 


insecticides  on  soils. 


Cordially, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures: 

.Marketing  Margins  for  Beef 

The  Present  Farm  Program  Situation 
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